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“What are your qualifications?  What experience have you had?”  

Those who are looking for their first job often find these 

questions rather frustrating.  “How can I get a job when everyone 

in the field I have chosen requires experience before hiring?”  The 

truth is, many business owners and personnel managers value job 

experience far more than book knowledge.  A year of hands-on 

training is worth more than four years of head 

knowledge to many potential employers. 

What qualifications did the shepherds 

have to be going around telling 

others about the birth of the 

Christ Child?  They had not 

been trained as public 

speakers.  The education they 

had received was not such 

that they would have been 

eloquent and persuasive in 

their speech.  They were 

simply work-a-day kind of 

people.  They were the salt of the 

earth.  But it was to these lowly 

shepherds that the Lord through his angel 

announced the birth of his Son.   

Their initial reaction was one of shock.  But having 

come to their senses, they hurried off to find “Mary 

and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in a 

manger.”  There they bowed the knee before 

the Word made flesh, Immanuel, God-With-Us.  

It could have all ended there.  They could have 

gone back to their flocks on the hillsides 

surrounding Bethlehem.  They could have simply 

returned to life the way it was before the angels 

announced the birth of Christ.   

But that simply wasn’t possible.  Life would never be 

the same for these working-class people.  The one of 

whom the prophets wrote had come.  The Messiah, the 

Redeemer, the Savior of the nations had finally come, 

and they were witnesses to the miraculous birth.  No, 

life would never be the same for them, and so they 

gladly “spread the word concerning 

what had been told them 

about this child.”  Going 

door to door, waking 

up the sleepy 

residents of 

Bethlehem, the 

shepherds 

announced 

the birth of 

the Savior to 

anyone and 

everyone.  “The 

Christ is born,” 

they said. 

Some may have thought it 

unusual that the Lord would 

choose to use shepherds as messengers of the 

Savior’s birth.  But why not?  After all, Jesus would 

choose fishermen to be his disciples.  It has always been 

part of God’s plan to use every-day kind of people to 

spread his word.  Why?  God doesn’t need charismatic 

and persuasive speech makers to spread the Word.  The 

Word itself has the power to change hearts and lives.  

Therefore the Lord said to the Apostle Paul, “My power 

is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).   

Continued on page 4 



Midweek Advent Services 
We will again be having our popular 
Midweek Advent Services on 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m.  
Special Advent Services will be held on 
December 6, 13 and 20.  We invite and 
encourage all of you to utilize every 
opportunity to prepare your hearts and 
minds for the celebration of our Savior’s 
birth and that greatest Last Day when 
we will all be celebrating Christmas 
together in heaven!  Lord Jesus, Come to 
Me will be our theme.   
 

Preschool Christmas Service 
Our Preschool’s Christmas Service will be held on Saturday, December 
16, at 5:30 p.m.   The children of our preschool will present the 
Christmas message with songs and recitations.  Everyone is invited to 
attend this Saturday evening worship opportunity, especially if you 
cannot attend the Choral/Instrumental Christmas Concert on Sunday.  
The Preschool Christmas Service will be followed by fellowship time in 
the gym to get better acquainted with all of our preschool’s families.  
Blessed Christmas to all of you!  A special thanks to our Preschool 
Teachers and Staff for all that you do year-round to make our 
preschool the outstanding program that it is for our Savior’s lambs. 
 

Choral/Instrumental Christmas 
Concert Service 
This popular Service will be held 
on Sunday, December 17, at 9:30 
a.m.  There will be no Monday 

Night Service on this weekend.  We hope all of you 
can attend the Choral/Instrumental Christmas Concert 

Service.   There will be some time for fellowship following the concert. 

The Fourth Sunday in Advent 
There will be one Service only in the morning on December 24, at 
9:30 a.m.  This is the 4th Sunday in Advent.  The message will be 
different from the other Christmas services.  There will be no 
Saturday Night Service on December 23 or Monday Night Service on 
December 25.   
 

Christmas Eve Services 
The children of Star of Bethlehem will present two Services on 
Christmas Eve, December 24, at 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.  They will 
share with you the message of our Savior’s 
birth in songs and recitations.  There will also 
be a brief message by Pastor Schwartz.  Please 
invite family members, relatives, neighbors 
and co-workers to celebrate our Savior’s 
birth and to share Christmas Eve with us at 
Star of Bethlehem.   

A 7:00 p.m. Candlelight Service will be held on 
Christmas Eve.  The candlelight atmosphere is 
becoming a popular Christmas worship opportunity.  
Lessons read by our young men, carols and hymns 
enhancing the worship with instruments and 
singers, all serve to make this a wonderful worship 
opportunity.  Please invite family, relatives, 
associates and neighbors to join us for our 
Candlelight Service on Christmas Eve. 
 

Christmas Day Service 
Oh, Rejoice, All Christians, Loudly is the theme of 
our Christmas Day Service at 9:30 a.m. on 
December 25.   Lessons read by our Elders, choral 
and instrumental enhancements, a Christmas Day 
message, all combine to make our Christmas Day 
Service a joyful celebration for you personally and 
for your families.  We invite and encourage all of 
you to join us.  Please invite your neighbors, co-
workers, friends and relatives to worship our 
newborn Savior on Christmas Day together with us 
at Star of Bethlehem! 

 

New Year’s Eve 

Communion Services 
This year, New Year’s 

Eve is on a Sunday.  Two 
Communion Services 

with a new year’s theme 
will be held in the morning on 

Sunday, December 31, at our usual times of 8:00 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  There will be no Service in the 
evening on New Year’s Eve and no Service on New 
Year’s Day.  We encourage all of you to make use of 
the morning Communion Services for giving thanks 
to our Lord for his blessings of 2017 and to seek his 
guidance for 2018!  Blessed New Year from our Star 
of Bethlehem pastors, teachers, staff members and 
from all of our families to yours!  Looking forward 
to serving you in 2018! 
 

 

Our 2
nd

 semester of Bible Classes will resume on January 
6

th
, as well as our other spiritual growth opportunities 

for all ages.  Make spiritual growth a priority for 2018! 



Advent by Candlelight 
This event for the women of Star of 
Bethlehem will be on Sunday, November 
26, at 2:00 p.m. in the gym.  There is still 
time to sign up for attending or to bring a 
dessert to share.  You are welcome to bring 
guests, but please sign them up on the 
poster on the easel in the Gathering Area.   
 

Decorating for Advent 

& Christmas 
We invite you to help with 
decorating our church for 
the Advent and Christmas 
Seasons on Saturday, 
December 2, at 9:00 a.m.  
All volunteers would be 
greatly appreciated!  If 
you enjoy doing this, please 
come!  If anyone can help set up our 
Christmas tree on Friday evening, it 
would also be very helpful.  If you have 
any questions, please contact our 
decorating coordinators, Vicky Alf and 
Betsy Kenyon.   
 

Seniors 
Our next meeting will be our Annual 
Chili/Pie Supper on December 21, at 
6:00 p.m.  Chili comes from Wendy’s 
restaurant and pie from Baker’s Square.   
The meal will be followed by the service 
project of assembling the children’s 
treats for Christmas Eve.  Thanks to our 
senior members for all that you do to 
continue to serve among us!  All senior 
members, 55 and over, spouses, drivers, 
guests are invited to join us for this or 
any of our senior meetings and 
activities. 
 

B A P T I S M S  
The Lord blessed Eric and Melissa 
Ferguson with the gift of a daughter.  
Abigail Lauren Ferguson was baptized 
into God’s family on Saturday, 
November 11, in our Saturday Night 
Service.  The Lord also blessed Aaron 
and Allison Larsen with the gift of a son.  
Austin Thomas Larsen was made a child 
of God through the water and the Word 
on Saturday, November 18, also in the 
Saturday Night Service.  May the Lord 
keep them in his baptismal grace 
throughout life to life eternal.   

News from Wisconsin 
Lutheran High School 

 

Host a WLHS International Student for the 
Spring Semester -- Impact the lives of 
international students living away from home 
by becoming a WLHS homestay family for the 
spring 2018 semester. Homestay families 
make an international student a welcome 
member of their family, provide a room with 
a study space, provide breakfast and dinner 
meals, arrange for school transportation, and 
mentor and discipline the international 
student. A monthly stipend is offered to 
allow you to provide a great experience for 
the student. Visit www.wlhs.org/homestay to 
download the application. Applications must 
be received by Friday, December 1. For 
additional questions, E-mail Director of the 
International Program Eric Duwe at 
eric.duwe@wlhs.org. 
 

WLHS Christmas Pops Concert—Enjoy early 
Christmas merriment at the annual Christmas 
Pops Concert on Sunday, December 3, at 
3:00 p.m. in the WLHS auditorium. This 
concert features the WLHS Concert Band, A 
Cappella Choir, Inspiration, Wisco Kids Show 
Choir, Jazz Ensemble, Jubilation Handbell 
Choir, and other instrumental ensembles. 
Admission is free, and a freewill offering will 
be taken during the concert. Afterward, 
enjoy a reception of Christmas cookies, 
coffee, and punch. 
 

WLHS Sacred Christmas Concert--The annual 
Sacred Christmas Concert will take place on 
Sunday, December 17, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
WLHS auditorium. The concert will feature 
the A Cappella, Cantorei, and 
Freshman Choirs of WLHS, 
Inspiration, Jubilation Handbell 
Choir, Wisconsin Lutheran 
Children’s Choir, and numerous 
instrumentalists. 
Admission is free, and a 
freewill offering will be 
taken during the 
concert. 
 

Jr. Viking Football and WLHS Youth Baseball 
Camp Registrations Now Open –
 Registrations for both Jr. Viking football and 
the WLHS youth baseball camp are now 
open. Spots can fill up quickly so plan ahead 
now. Baseball camp is open to boys in 2nd-
8th grade with registration deadline on 
January 14, 2018. Football is open to boys in 
5th-8th grade, on a first-come, first-serve 
basis, and must be in by April 2018. For more 
registration information visit 
www.wlhs.org/jrvikings. 

News from Wisconsin 
Lutheran College 

Choir Concert: The Wisconsin Lutheran 
Choir, Chamber Choir, and Chapel Choir 
present their Christmas Festival Concert 
December 1 and 2 at 7:30 p.m. and 
December 3 at 2:30 p.m. in the Center 
for Arts and Performance Schwan 
Concert Hall. Tickets are $10 and may be 
purchased at wlc.edu/boxoffice or by 
calling 414.443.8802. 

Band Concert: The Wisconsin Lutheran 
College Concert Band will present its 
Winter Band Concert on Friday, 
December 8 at 7:30 p.m. in the Center 
for Arts and Performance Schwan 
Concert Hall. Tickets are $6 and may be 
purchased at wlc.edu/boxoffice or by 
calling 414.443.8802. 

GIFTS FOR RESIDENTS 
AT LINDENGROVE 

We would like to distribute gifts to 
those who attend our Christmas Service 
at the LindenGrove Health Care Center 
here in New Berlin.  Our Christmas 
Service and gift distribution will be on 
Wednesday, December 20, at 9:30 a.m.  
Gift suggestions are posted on the 
bulletin board.  Please have your gifts 
here and marked, “Man,” “Woman,” or 
“Both.”  Thank you so much for your 
very generous response in the past for 
these frequently-forgotten residents of 
our community!  Please try to have your 
gifts here by December 18. 
 

LUTHERAN CHORALE CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 

Two Christmas Concerts will be 
presented by the Lutheran Chorale on 
Sunday, Nov. 26, at 2:00 and 4:30 p.m. at 
Abiding Word Lutheran Church, 9420 W. 
Capitol Dr. in Milwaukee.  An annual 
favorite, Prelude to Christmas is a 
wonderful way to kick off the Christmas 
concert season. This year's concert will 
feature many Advent and Christmas 
selections, including "Lift Up Your Heads" 
by Andreas Hammerschmidt, "Nativity 
Carol" by John Rutter, "Silent Night" by 
Walter Pelz, "Oh, Rejoice, Ye Christians, 
Loudly" by J.S. Bach, the timeless "O, 
Come, All Ye Faithful" by David Wilcox, 
and much more!  Please join the 
Lutheran Chorale of Milwaukee, under 
the direction of Mary Prange, for this 
enjoyable afternoon of sacred music. An 
organ prelude, played by Chorale 
accompanist Lynn Kozlowski, will begin 
20 minutes before the concert. 
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We are the frail jars of clay into which God has placed the 

priceless treasure of his Gospel.  We, like the shepherds, are 

witnesses to the birth of the Christ Child.  We, too, have seen 

the love of God in the person of his Son, who for the sins of 

the world was willing to suffer and die.  So what are we going 

to do with this news?  Should we sit on it, keeping it to 

ourselves, thinking it a treasure to precious to give away to 

just anyone?  Or should we not share it with the world, even 

as Christ himself told us we should do? 

The shepherds, though trained 

only to watch and defend 

their sheep, found 

themselves spreading the 

word of Christ’s birth.  Our 

training may not be such that 

we feel comfortable in front of large 

crowds, proclaiming the Good News concerning our Savior, 

but that should not stop us from being able to, on a one on 

one basis, tell friends, family, and neighbors about the real 

reason behind our Christmas celebration.  The tree, the gifts, 

the lights and tinsel, they are all secondary to him whose 

birth we celebrate.  

May the Lord open our eyes to see the possibilities that lay 

before us, so that we might share the word with those who 

have not yet heard, joyfully saying to them what the angel 

said to the shepherds, “I bring you good news of great joy 

that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”  
 

Popped Cranberries 
Submitted by Susan Abel,  

BSN, RN, Parish Nurse 
 

In a medium bowl, toss 10 oz. fresh 

or frozen cranberries with 2 

Tablespoons sugar.  Spread berries in 

a single layer on a parchment-covered 

baking sheet and bake about 12 hours at 

200 F.  Let cool, then eat out of hand, 

sprinkled on cereal, folded into chicken 

salad, or on green salads.  One-quarter cup contains about 10 

grams of sugar, compared with 29 grams in a popular brand 

of sweetened, dried cranberries. 
 
 

 

Financial Update as of 11/12/17 

 
 

From the President 
Have you had a chance to look over that large poster, just 
to the left of the entrance into the church’s worship area? 

The poster is our Ministry Organizational Chart, enlarged so 
that pictures of various team leaders and coordinators can 
be displayed.  Our hope is that by doing this, you’ll be able 
to easily recognize the people and faces behind certain 
functions of our church and school.  Further, you’ll also 
notice several “open” coordinator positions.  They’re 
“open” because nobody has yet stepped forward to give it 
a try. 

Sort of reminds me of that famous World War II recruiting 
poster in which Uncle Sam points toward the reader, saying 
“I Want YOU”. 

Now, let me say that this poster is not meant to represent a 
comprehensive overview of every single function and role 
that Star offers in the service of our Lord.  There are many 
others that go on without being noted on a poster like this 
one.  Nevertheless, at the risk of being proved wrong, I 
would suggest that the core functions of our congregation 
are, in fact, accurately displayed on that Ministry 
Organizational Chart. 

So, how about YOU?  Would you be willing to select one of 
those open coordinator positions and give it your best 
efforts? 

You’d be working in our Lord’s service under the direction 
and guidance of the pertinent Team Leader, so you’re not 
put into the position of “sinking or swimming.”  You’ll have 
help and guidance.  You may serve as long as you wish – 
there is no term commitment.  We just ask that you give 
the position some time and attention as is necessary. 

So again, what about it?  Are you willing to at least try?  Let 
me know. 

See you in church! 
Gene Szaj 
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